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Negro Rights Leader, DA 
Aide Appointed 

Gov, John J. McKeithen 
named the first Negro to a 
judgeship in modern times in 
New Orleans Tuesday. 

Israel M. Augustine was 
named to fill one of two va- 
cancies in Criminal District 
Court. Alvin V, Oser, execu- 
tive assistant to Dish Atty. 
Jim Garison, was appointed 
fill the second vacancy, 

‘T would like to express my 
sincere gratitude to Goy. Mc- 
Keithen for his expression of 
confidence in me by this ap- 
pointment^ Augustine said at 
a press conference. 

“The full force of my abili- 
ties and strength will be direct- 
ed toward justifying the con- 
fidence placed in me. 1 ’ 

WORKS FOR RIGHTS 
Augustine has been active in 
civil rights and human rela- 
tions activities in New Orleans. 
He was one of the organising 
attorneys of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference. 

Augustine said he hoped his 
appointment was an indication 
that future appointments by 
federal „ state and local govern- 
ments would be made regard- 
less of race. 

hope, I think, this will 
open the door/' the ii year- 
old attorney said, 

_ Augustine and Oser will take 
Cont. in See. I, Page ;i t Col, 7 
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Named Criminal Court judges by McKeithen. 


over their judgeships July 1. 
Augustine will serve in Section 
I of Criminal District Court, 
Oser wih serve in Section J. 

The two judgeships were cre- 
ated in 1963 during the regular 
session of the Legislature, They 
were to become effective when 
funds were provided. 

MADE AVAILABLE 

Funds were made available 
by the recently completed ses- 
sion of the Legislature. 

The appointments terminate 
Dec. 31,. 1970, Both judgeships 
will be up for election in No- 
vember, 1970, the same time as 
congressional elections. 

Augustine said that, color 
would not affect his decisions 
in the court. 

“In the court room I will 
try cases on their merits*' he 
said. 

Augustine is a graduate of 
Lincoln University Law School. 
They receive $21,000 a year. 
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He is a member of the Human 1 
Relations Commission and is ‘ 
presently serving on the faculty ‘ 
of Southern University in New 
Orleans. ‘ - ■ 

Augustine was in frequent ' 
touch with Gov. McKeithen dur- 
ing the unrest on the SUNdi' 
campus this spring. When the 
Governor visited SUNO, Angus* r 
tine introduced him and later J 
helped mediate a temporary ' 
truce on the campus, 

Oser is a graduate of Tulane ; . 
University Law School. _ . 

There are currently eight 
criminal court judges. Judges , 
are elected for 12-year terms. 


